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Briefly about the history darkel

s ‘1% I;TE;F}TI\L?{IIET 1 The Sarkel- Khazarfortresswas built around 840 AD by Byzantineengineersat the
S ol requestof the KhazaiKhaganate Theyaskedthe ByzantineEmperorTheophilusor
- Adminiftrando Imperio, helpin the construction
.RQ,Mf\NVM Ff
1 g‘&g;g?mﬁgbf:{gtfv s A written mention of this is contained in De Administrando Imperio ("On the
g a8 Governanceof the Empiré), which was written by another Byzantineemperor

ConstantineVll Porphyrogenitusbout 100yearsafter this event

Hedescribedthis eventin detail. An official namedPetronasKkamaterosvassentfor
construction Frist of all he went from Constantinopleto ChersonesasAnd then
from there to TanaigDon),wherethe fortresswasbuilt.
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fmpenfis very Lunov i Evzavins . -
Wiitten sources about buildingAboutthe fact that the fortresswasbuilt of bricksConstantinewrites the following:
of the fortressSarkel a { A tffetedvere no stonessuitablefor the constructionof the fortresson the spot,
DeAdministranddmperio havingbuilt furnacesand burnedbricksin them, he made a fortressbuilding out of

10th-century Eastern Roman them, makinglime from smallriver shells
Emperor Constantine Vi
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Written sources aboubuilding
of thefortressSarkel
DeAdministranddmperio
10th-centuryEastern Roman
Emperor Constantine VII

. N
"\ S

o

“Constantm

T,

‘{,

Tl o

P

S *“?"m

:,\-;ﬁ"‘\
e{n;\
S

TR WS
,‘\ B
: N
O S

)

3, .»\“ ;
b



M3ring
v FESearch resesrch

e Excavations before 19

At the end of the XIX century, Khariton Popov argumentatively
provedthat the Leftbank Tsimlyanslksettlementin the Tsimlyansky
district is the fortress of Sarkel about which Constantine VII

Porphyrogenitusvrote.

Excavation®f the fortress were carried out in the XIXcentury, but
the largest excavationswere carried out in the middle of the XX
century under the leadershipof Mikhail Artamonov(director of the
HermitageMuseum)

A significant part of the archaeologicalsite has been excavated,
reports, excavation plans, and aerial photography have been
preserved The archaeologicalmaterials of the excavationsare
storedin the HermitageMuseum(St Petersburyg.

In 1953 during the filing of the Tsimlyansk reservoir, the
archaeological site was flooded. However, a significant part
remained unexplored,and the geographicalcoordinateswere not
preserved
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Sarkelexcavation plan before flooding (MIA) No. 75 Vol. Il., 1959
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A In 2019, the archaeologicsite
Sarkelwas localized at the bottom
of the Tsimlyanskeservoir, we
have already reported on this
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expedition earlier orMaresEDU |
A 1n2022, the expedition N i N
conducted the first studies of AR u«ﬁ’ﬁ/ Ao '
Sarkekince its flooding. ““”’.\a‘.&f%&ml"/:%kw:
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The goals of the 2022 expedition: .12/ %ﬁ’fwf‘qu Py o 3
A confirmationof the /;\1;,;\“‘ R |\> ' AR et
localizationof the X) A  Fea\ B! | T\ R NS 1 R |
archaeologicasite, M?f} _" fi ; :;"_;—_..\A P2 el B\ . 7 S S SRR PR, < N Sl AT
A the StUdyW|th remote "":TB‘ W;a—— r Bonronoucx | “ ; Bus:m' s "-1~,;t 3
A archaeological methods This map shows both the old riverbed of the Don and the modern contours of tl
assessmenof the current Tsimlyanskeservoir. The archaeological sitelocated at a depth of 15 meters, 5

state of the archaeological site. kilometers from the shore
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The expedition conducted remote archaeological
research using various hydrophysical equipment
SideScanSonar,Magnetometer,Acousticprofiler.

A bathymetric map of the bottom was constructed
using echo sounders On the bathymetric map, the
undiscoverediigh areasare displayedin brown, and
the lowlandsin blue.
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Matching of the excavat
1950sto the 2022 bathymetr
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coicatioy: model made on the basis of bathymetry étei$nosaic
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A 3D model was built based on tB&$nosaic and a bathymetric mapyturning it at the same angle and finding the

position from which the aerial photography of the 1950s was carried out, it was possible to analyze quite accurately ho
archeological sitdooks under water now.
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Diveswere made on the archeologicalkite and a visual
Inspection was carried out and surface material was
collectedfrom the bottom.

Asa result of diving operations,the remainsof buildings
excavated by the expedition of M. Artamonov were
discovered

One of which was identified as Building Il accordingto
M. Artamonov'sexcavatiorreports.

The walls of the building rise above the bottom to a
height of up to 70 cm . During visual inspection and
probing, it was found out that the lowlands at the
excavationsiteswere filled with silt to a depth of at least
70cm.

Despitethe complete darknessand poor visibility, it was
possible to build a 3D model of this area using
photogrammetrymethods
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3D model of part aBuilding Il
made using photogrammet
method.




Materials and research on the archaeology of the USSR

(MIA) No. 75 Vol. II., 1959

Building Il and the South towe
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Building Il withmatchingexcavation plans




